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Competitiveness and livability – Indexes and Benchmarks 

Over 150 city indexes and  
benchmarking reports are published 

The Business of Cities 2013. JLL, Tim Moonen, Greg Clark, 2013. 
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Competitiveness and livability – Indexes and Benchmarks 

– Role of city indexes and benchmarks – Urban performance management  

– Diagnostic assessment  

– Comparative pegging  

– Pedagogy  

– Leverage and persuasion  

– Home truths  

 

– Pitfalls/limitations in city indexes and benchmarks 

– Accuracy of data  

– Quality of data source  

– Comparability of data  

– Geographical scale  

– Provenance and target audience 

– Independence of assessment  

– Over-reliance on perception of performance  

The Business of Cities 2013. JLL, Tim Moonen, Greg Clark, 2013. 
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Competitiveness and livability – key issues 

Good Governance 

Economic, political and social stability 

Transparency of legal, political and 
economic framework   

Dialogue with citizens, stakeholders 

Financing 

Growing demand for services vs. 
diminishing revenues  

Creative and flexible financial 
strategies (partnerships and innovative 
fees/taxes) 

Urban Environment 

Clean, green and safe – Air quality 

Infrastructure 

Transportation – growing demand of 
mobility 

Public utilities – water 

Human infrastructure – housing, 
health, education 

Knowledge  

Skills, capabilities 

Innovation and enrepreneurship 

Culture 

City brand, clear identity that propel 
the city, programs for all age groups 
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Quality of life 
Good basic services (housing, public utilities,), 

accessibility, reducing inequalities and poverty, 

provision of good health/education,  

employment, safety/security 

 

Environment 
Congestion and density, air and water 

pollution, sewage and waste 

management, green area protection 

Economy 
Geopolitical location/accessibility, economic performance/GDP, 

investment opportunities, human resources, innovation 

Good governance 
Transparent, built on dialogue/partnership 

Competitiveness and livability – key issues 
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Focus of indexes and benchmarks 
The Business of Cities 2013. JLL, Tim Moonen, Greg Clark, 2013. 
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OECD Regional Well-Being 
www.oecdregionalwellbeing.org 
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Roles of cities 

www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org 

Town 

Small city 

Medium-size city 

https://sbpbusiness2000.wordpress.com/ 
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Top-down and bottom-up approach 

EU/National level – priorities/framework goals, legal framework, 

funding/incentive systems  

Local/Municipality level – long-term/medium-term goals, legal framework, 

funding/incentive systems, action projects, project management 

Local Businesses – employment, projects, project management 

People – needs, necessities, pride 

 

City strategies we are driven by EU priorities and funding 

Local municipalities lack investment budgets –  

Action projects are not the most important and cost-effective, but 

what funding is available 

Engage businesses and people 



Beleznay Éva  http://www.covenantofmayors.eu 



Beleznay Éva  

Covenant of Mayors – Sustainable Energy Action Plans (SEAP) 

– Buildings (energy efficiency of building stock, with emphasis on retrofit, 
urban regeneration) 

– Transport (decrease number of travel, alternative transportation, 
regulations decreasing automobile use, reduction of emissions by public 
transportation) 

– Energy (increase of energy efficiency and of renewable energy) 

– Land Use Planning (compact city, spatial and transport harmonization, 
car-free or car-limited zones, orientation of buildings and other 
architectural design passive strategies) 

– Other – Public Procurement (green procurement, harmonization of 
commissions, green energy use) 

– Other –  Use of Infocommunication (travel-free workplaces) 
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European Green Capital Award 

Call for 2017: Healthy urban living  

The European Green Capital Award is given to 

a city that has improved its urban living 

environment as a whole through concrete 

activities such as:  

– Co-operation and partnership between 

authorities, citizens, business and other 

stakeholders aimed at developing and 

improving urban living conditions.  

– Implementation of sustainable mobility 

solutions.  

– Introduction and expansion of parks and 

recreational areas.  

– A modern approach to waste management.  

– Innovative solutions to noise pollution.  

– An integrated approach to urban 

management ensuring positive long-term 

effects. 

Twelve indicator areas:  

– Climate Change: mitigation and adaptation  

– Local transport  

– Green urban areas incorporating 

sustainable land use  

– Nature and biodiversity  

– Ambient air quality  

– Quality of the acoustic environment  

– Waste production and management  

– Water management  

– Waste water treatment  

– Eco innovation and sustainable 

employment  

– Energy performance  

– Integrated environmental management.  
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Thank you for your kind attention! 
Éva Beleznay, ebeleznay@yahoo.com 


